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BY DAVID OSCAR
COMMENTARY

Chris Christie is entering the Governor's office with the $8 billion hole HealthCarsREPAIR.org MHWGOOS[E
in the state budget as a primary, nagging and well-publicized concern.

Yet, the incoming Governor will soon find that health care reform is

also an issue of immediate importance. Editorial

While many perceive that health care reform is an issue that is working Editorial: Mammograms still crucial for
| its way through Congress and the solution ultimately lies on the '/:_\ppleton Esstfresceq: - 7fh°”r$ agfo i
q , s or years, | 's been a rite o passage tor women turning
President's desk, the fact is that many facets of reform are relegated to 40 to start scheduling annual mammograms. The
the states. Here, the responsibility will sit squarely on Christie. unpleasant but necessary procedure is a vital tool ...

Our incoming Governor will soon need to become a leading expert on

health care issues — even at a time when tax cuts appear to be his talking point of choice. Editorial: Doctors and patients
The right message on
As President of the New Jersey Association of Health Underwriters, which has been the leading proponent Cay Compass - The News-Press -
for responsible health care reform in the state, allow me to outline three key issues that Christie must soon The Star-Ledger - NJ.com Business Daily
address: Related Articles »
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Reviewing State Mandates SR
Reductions in healthcare premiums face an immediate roadblock in New Jersey because the state
requires 45 mandates for care that health insurers must provide. Those requirements are computed into

the final premium costs and passed down to you and me. MIKE SCOTT EDITORIAL CARTOONS --

click on the image for Mike's archives—-
While the mandates are well-intentioned and designed to protect the consumer, many of these
requirements were adopted at a time when health care was considered affordable and accessible to the

general public. It's time to conduct a sweeping review of the mandates and eliminate whatever is . | BELIEVE IN
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unrealistic in the current economy. - MARRIAGE.
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We recommend that Christie consider a "mandate lite," similar to Virginia, that allows insurance companies A AN AND

A WOMAN...
to offer plans without mandates. Christie has already expressed his interest in this concept; we urge him to

move forward, undeterred.

Advocating for an Opt-Out of National Reform g
£
If you have been following the debate on Capitol Hill, you recognize many of the reforms being considered 5
already exist in New Jersey. If a national public insurance plan was enacted here, it would likely just %
duplicate services and not save any money in premiums. H
i

Yet, if people switched to the public plan, many don't realize the state would lose millions of dollars in

annual tax revenue generated from private insurance companies. To preserve this income stream, our
) ) ) i ) i Follow us on ... .

cash-strapped state must seriously consider opting-out if we find the public plan doesn't work for New W|" Health

Reform help

Jersey.

Preventing a "Race to the Bottom."

patients?

There has been talk about allowing New Jerseyans to purchase insurance plans from out of state. While it
would certainly encourage competition, our concern is that it would also drastically reduce the level of

health care in New Jersey, forcing our emergency clinics and hospitals to pick up where these health plans Hot topics
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