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state budget as the primary, ever-present and well-publicized concern. Yet,
the governor-elect need do nothing more than look over his shoulder and he

sl will find the issue of health-care reform has followed right behind him.

* Real-Time News

o Mercer County News While many perceive that health-care reform is an issue that is working its

o News Forums way through Congress and the solution ultimately lies on the president's
desk, the fact is that many facets of reform are relegated to the states. Here,
the responsibility will sit squarely on Mr. Christie.

PHOTOS
Our incoming governor will soon need to become a leading expert on health-

care issues -- even at a time when tax cuts appear to be his talking point of
choice.

As immediate past president of the New Jersey Association of Health
Underwriters, which has been the leading proponent for responsible health-
care reform in the state, permit me to outline a couple of key issues that
Christie must soon address:

Eagles vs Broncos

. Sirls iovflcert: Vli’/rindceton "A¢ Reviewing state mandates. Reductions in health-care premiums face an
P mre— immediate roadblock in New Jersey because the state requires 45 mandates
- for care that health insurers must provide. Those requirements are computed

e Eagles vs Broncos . : .
. into the final premium costs and are passed down to you and me.
e Eagles vs Broncos

« Eagles vs Broncos While the mandates are well-intentioned and designed to protect the
consumer, many of them were adopted at a time when health care was
considered affordable and accessible to the general public. It's time to

MORE TIMES ofF conduct a sweeping review of the mandates and eliminate whatever is
TRENTON PHOTOS »  unrealistic in the current economy.

ARCHIVED TIMES OF  We recommend that Christie consider a "mandate lite," similar to Virginia's,
TRENTON PHOTOS »  {pat gllows insurance companies to offer plans without mandates. Christie
has already expressed his interest in this concept; we urge him to move
TIMES VIDEO forward, undeterred.
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